
RISK ASSESSMENT RECORD  

Work activity covered by assessment:  Wight coast fossils- guided trip to St. Catherine’s 

People affected:  Employees: Y   Members of the public: Y 

Assessor’s name: Megan Jacobs/ Theo Vickers 

Assessment date:   16th February 2019   Review date: February 2021 

 

Site information 

Site name: St. Catherine’s lighthouse 

Location: Southern-most tip of the Isle of Wight, stretching from Rocken End to St. Catherine’s Lighthouse.  

Grid ref: SZ490757 - SZ497752 

Geological interest: Upper Cretaceous marine strata. The strata is rich in marine fossils, including ammonites, brachiopods, bivalves and shark teeth. These 

can be collected in the shingle on the foreshore or extracted from fallen boulders with assistance from a Wight Coast Fossils guide. 

Description: The site is a rocky beach with large boulders strewn across the foreshore. There are low chalk cliffs to the east and west. Due to the exposure 

of this locality, it should not be accessed during stormy weather or at high tide.  

Access: Groups will be dropped off, or park along Saint Catherine’s Road. We will the proceed down a steep single-track road leading towards St. 

Catherine’s lighthouse and Knowles Farm. A gate in the courtyard of Knowles Farm gives access to a public footpath leading to the foreshore. Part of a low 

clay cliff needs to be descended to reach the beach site.   

Amenities: None. Nearest telephone is Knowles Farm. There is a public telephone outside the Buddle Inn. Nearest toilets are in Niton Village. There is 

limited signal for mobile phones.  

 

 



ITEM 
NO.  

IDENTIFIED HAZARD POTENTIAL OUTCOME 
FROM HAZARD 

EXISTING CONTROL 
MEASURES 

FURTHER CONTROL 
MEASURES REQUIRED  

1 Cliffs Being struct by falling rocks. 
Getting stuck in mud slides 
at the base of the cliffs. 
Falling from the cliff edge. 

The customers will be kept 
at least 5 metres from the 
cliff face, keeping to the 
gravel beach.  
Customers will not be led 
along cliff tops. 
Groups will be briefed about 
this and other safety 
matters before the trip 
commences. Hard hats and 
hi viz vests will be worn at 
all times.  

 

2 Tides Getting washed out to sea, 
or drowning 

Tide times will be checked 
before visits.  
Visits will only be led on 
falling tides, with adequate 
beach exposed. Groups will 
be instructed to avoid the 
sea. Hi viz vests will always 
be worn.  

 

3 Flotsam and jetsam Poisoning, explosion and 
laceration. 

Customers must alert a 
guide if they find any 
suspicious objects or 
containers. Action will be 
taken accordingly.  

 

4 Large rocks Tripping over rocks. 
Dropping heavy rocks on 
feet. 

Groups will be instructed to 
not lift heavy rocks and told 
not to run. Groups shall be 
under constant supervision. 

 



5 Rock splinters Being injured by splinters of 
rock.  

On occasions, rocks will be 
broken to explain the 
property of rocks or extract 
a fossil. Safety goggles will 
be worn, and groups will be 
told in advance to stand 
back. 

 

6 Dog faeces / cow pats Transfer of pathogens Warn groups to watch out 
for it, and to wash hands 
after the beach visit.  

 

7 Strong sun Sun burn and getting 
dehydrated 

Groups will be advised to 
bring plenty of water and 
wear suitable clothing. Hats 
and sunblock if necessary.  

 

8 Heavy rain  Getting cold and wet Groups will be advised to 
wear appropriate clothing. 
Trips will not run in heavy 
rain. 

 

9 Traffic No pavement at this 
location, group member 
being hit by traffic.  

Care will be taken when 
walking on the single-file 
private road to Knowles 
Farm. High Vis shall be 
worn. 

 

10 Slips, trips and falls on the beach, or when 
crossing the field to the beach 

Tripping on large blocks of 
rock. Slipping on wet clay or 
grass, or seaweed on beach 
platform or large boulders.  

The beach is a public area. 
Falls and trips may only be 
avoided by care and 
supervision.  
The group will be briefed 
before the walk starts and 
will be repeated again when 
we reach points where we 
may need to transverse over 

 



rougher terrain.  The group 
will be supervised at all 
times. Children will be told 
not to run, only walk slowly, 
for the whole duration of 
the walk. 

11 Stones Being injured from thrown 
stones. 

Groups, especially children, 
shall be told to not throw 
stones prior to the walk 
beginning. And shall be 
supervised on the beach. 

 

12 Broken glass/ fishing hooks and line Group members being cut 
by picking up these objects. 

Group shall be briefed at the 
beginning of the walk and 
will be supervised for the 
duration. Any sharp object 
should remain untouched 
and reported to a guide, 
who will dispose of it 
accordingly. 

 

13 Boggy areas Getting stuck in mud, or 
slipping into mud or water 

The group must follow the 
guide along the safest route. 
The guide will highlight any 
areas which are to be 
avoided. 

 

14 Sea Falling into rockpools or 
wash. Getting washed out 
by strong waves 

Trips are not run at or near 
high tide.  
Trips will not be run in 
stormy conditions. 
Groups will be briefed at the 
start to avoid rockpools and 
to stay at least 1 metre 
away from the water’s edge, 

 



and to not go between the 
guide and the sea. 

15 Stiles and gates A wooden stile near the 
beach access needs 
traversing. When wood is 
wet, it is possible to slip 

Groups will be briefed when 
we reach the stile, to take 
care whilst traversing. 
Guides will supervise all 
group members over the 
stile, to ensure everyone 
crosses safely.   

 

16 Fence The fencing along the cliff 
edge can sometimes have 
barbed wire on its upper 
surface. This could result in 
puncture wounds. The 
wooden fence posts can be 
damaged. Splinters may 
occur if the wood is 
touched. 

Groups will be reminded to 
avoid touching the fencing 
as we pass.  
Children will be kept away 
from the fencing. 

 

17 Livestock The field enroute to the 
beach can, on rare 
occasions, have young, 
inquisitive cattle in it. There 
could be accidental 
collisions. Members of the 
group, mainly children could 
become frightened or over 
excited. 

The group will be kept 
together and walked around 
the livestock calmly. Or an 
alternative route maybe 
found.  

 

18 Electric livestock fencing Electric shock All electric fencing will be 
visibly marked, and a ticking 
sound when it’s on. The 
fencing normally lies 
adjacent to the footpath. 

 



The risk will be highlighted 
to the group, and told to 
avoid touching it.  

19 Strong winds The bay can be exposed to 
strong winds, with the 
group subject to spray from 
the sea or wind-blown sand 
in eyes.  

Trips will not run in high 
winds 

 

 

 

 


